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10:00am   Morning Worship

10:15am  Holy Communion

8:45am Holy Communion

6:30pm Evensong
( )

www.shotwick.org.uk
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s c r i b o

R e v d  J o h n  C o y n e

Celebrating the Harvest each year is both modern and ancient. The traditional
British Harvest Festival emerged in Victorian times in Cornwall but in fact it has
been variously marked for millennia
going back to pre-Christian times.
Christians have a profound sense of God
the Creator engaging with his creatures
and Creation in daily life and work. Our
Harvest hymns capture this well and
additionally remind us that our own lives
are meant to become a harvest of growing
faith and kindness to all.

Harvest has a universal appeal and it is also marked in many different cultures.

On the final Sunday of February, the Archbishop of Mendoza sprinkles the
season’s first grapes with holy water and offers the new vintage to God, setting off
a month of celebrations.
Crowds line the streets to watch
a parade of competing beauty
queens atop their regional
floats, and the festival
culminates with a spectacular
show at the amphitheatre;
musicians, entertainers, and
dancers take to the stage before
a Harvest Queen is chosen
against a backdrop of spectacular fireworks.



Sukkot celebrates Israel’s bountiful harvests
and recalls the time when the Israelites
wandered the desert living in temporary
shelters. Families build makeshift huts, or
sukkah, with roofs open to the sky. Here
they eat, and sometimes sleep, for the next
seven days. Wands of willow, myrtle, and
palm, together with a citron (a kind of
lemon), are shaken every day in all directions to honour the gifts from the land.

Celebrating Harvest is somehow deeply embedded in human lives and although
few of us are directly involved in agriculture in modern Britain, Harvest has an
abiding importance. We remain conscious of the impact of the environment on
harvesting food, not only changing farming practices but influencing what we
now sow as crops because of climate change. Food miles make us aware of the
need to procure foods without harming the world’s environment.

The joyful delights of harvest
celebrations are coupled with a growing
awareness of those who experience food
poverty, drought and famine which have
been present across the world ever since
agriculture developed. Thanksgiving for
what we have and generosity to those
who lack life’s basics is as vital today as
ever it was.

Our parishes will mark the harvest Festival at Burton on 6 October and at
Shotwick the following Sunday, 13 October, and everyone is welcome to join us.
Whether you choose to come to a service in church, through local schools or at
village events, it’s clear that Harvest is a time for everyone to mark with
reflection, thanksgiving and generosity, exercised with imagination and
knowledge of what it means in the 21st Century.

Come you thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home.

Yours thankfully,
<’)))><



Burton
Wedding
25 July
Adele Rachel Plant and Ross
Christopher Nugent

Funerals
10 July
Angus James McBain
24 July
Anne Christine Lyon
22 August
Meirion Pugh Roberts
27 August
Elizabeth Anne Halewood

Interment of Ashes
3 July
Margaret Doreen Chidley

Shotwick
Funeral
22 July
Eunice Anne Parry



“Port Sunlight Sea Dogs keep maritime history alive with
a rant , a roar, rum humour and a barrel of pleasure”



Pastoral
Care
It was recently announced that John Church had
volunteered to act as the church’s new
Pastoral Care Coordinator in order to meet what is an increasing need
within our local communities.
In the light of this initiative John thought that it might be helpful to
explain the purpose of the role and how the scheme is being
implemented.  John said:

You can contact John Church in total confidence by email, phone,
text or WhatsApp.

john_sue44@hotmail.co.uk

0151 336 2228 or 07703 199 132



Celebrating 300 Years of a Fantastic
Village School . . .
What a summer term! It has been
incredibly busy with residential stays,
school trips, visits to the cathedral, Y6
leaver celebrations and performances, as
well as results from the statutory
assessments.  The children have much of
which they should be very proud.
At this time of year, it is always a
bitter-sweet experience. We look proudly
at the Y6 children who are more than ready to start their journey in
secondary school, but feel sad that we will lose the children and their
families, who have been a big part of the school family for many years.  We
wish all our Y6 children and their families love and good luck for the future
and would like them to keep in touch to let us know how they are getting on.

Looking forward to the Autumn Term, we are
all very excited to be celebrating Bishop
Wilson School’s 300 year anniversary. On
Thursday 12 September we will be marking
the celebration with an open day. If you or
anyone you know has had previous connections
with the school, please share your memories
and photos with us and we would love to
welcome you in to school to enjoy a warm
drink, a piece of cake and a good old chat!

We are delighted to see the children’s speed awareness posters in the village,
they look fabulous – a big thank you to the Burton Residents’ Association for
organising this initiative. We hope that the posters have the required impact
and help make Burton a safer place for all.
Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook to keep up to date
with what we are doing! Click Here

Suzanne Roberts
Head of School

https://www.facebook.com/BishopWilsonPrimary


Mothers’ Union is a global Christian movement working with people of all
faiths and none to develop communities, strengthen families and advocate for
change.
We are a loving organisation open to anyone, and supportive of everyone. You
don’t have to have children, be married, be a woman,
or be a churchgoer to join us.
There are different ways to belong to
Mothers’ Union depending on what works
best for each person.

To find out more: Click Here

www.mothersunion.org/what-we-do


We’re Moving
From October, the Burton & Neston History Society
will move to a new venue for its monthly meetings:
Church Hall
Parkgate & Neston United Reformed Church
Moorside Lane, Neston
We hope that will provide easier to access for many
of our members.

Forthcoming Events
Thursday 10 October 2024

Escaping Suburbia, Bebington in the 1960s.

Speaker: David Eveleigh
Thursday 14 November 2024

Roman Chester. Speaker: Joanne Ball.

Talks are then held on the second Thursday of each
month at 8:00pm, until May 2025.

For details of other meetings in our programme
Click Here

Come Along to One
of Our Meetings
Visitors are very welcome
to attend our meetings
and it is free on the first
occasion.

Refreshments are served
after the talks, and doors
open at 7.30 pm

https://sites.google.com/site/burtonnestonhistory/home


St Michael’s Church

Shotwick
News



St Michael’s Church

Heritage
Open Day



St Michael’s Church

Stained Glass Window by

Trena Mary Cox

(1895-1980)



St Michael’s Church

Demonstration
of  Chutney
Making

CREATING CHUTNEY

Admission £5 Including Refreshments
Pay at the Door



As we are all aware the weather this summer has
not been the best! The prolonged wet spells were
not to the liking of our visitors, particularly those
looking for dragonflies and butterflies, but it has
meant a good season for plant growth. A walk
down the path in many places is accompanied by
reeds that tower 2-3 feet over our heads.

The breeding season has been very mixed with
the results from the main scrape affected by the
visit of a rogue badger who sadly managed to
take out most of the breeding birds in this area.
The ducks and other wildfowl, including Lapwing
and Redshank who breed out on the wet
grassland area, have been more successful.

There has been an average to good success rate
this year, including 20 pairs of Avocets moving
to the Saltmarsh and fledging several chicks.

The path in the garden was closed until recently
due to the poor weather and muddy conditions,
but we have now laid a new hard path and a great
new viewing area by the pond. Here we are seeing
lots of dragonfly and damselfly activity, including
a new species for the reserve, a small Red-Eyed
Damselfly.

The most recent excitement was the visit of a
very rare bird, a Hudsonian Godwit. It is an
American bird, and it was only the tenth sighting
reported in the UK. It stayed for nearly 24 hours,
so over 300 happy visitors were able to add the
bird to their life lists.

Lapwing

Sam Riley

Red-Eyed Damselfly

Hudsonian Godwits



Our Autumn visitors have started to arrive with
several species of waders and even the first Pink-
Footed Geese. We have planned two ‘Autumn
Wildlife Wanders’ to introduce visitors to the
Autumn species and the dates are 3 September
and 3 October. To book for these please visit the
events section on our website and keep an eye
open for future events.

Our next Telescope and Binocular Open Day is on
8 September, when friendly expert advice will be
available for people looking to buy optics to aid
their enjoyment of wildlife.

Since early in the year our visitors have been
enjoying a stop in our new café. We have
gradually been increasing our menu and now
offer a whole range of homemade quiche, salads,
scones and cakes as well as soups, jacket potatoes,
filled baps and paninis.

We are still running our very successful mail
order shop with free delivery with profits coming
back to our reserve to support our conservation
work here on the Dee Estuary reserve.

For regular updates, sightings information and
news about the reserve, check our website blogs
at rspb.org.uk/burtonmerewetlands and follow
us on Facebook and Twitter (search RSPB Burton
Mere) – we hope to welcome you here soon.

For full details of all our events see
 and to keep up to

date with our regular blogs see

If you’re keen to get involved see our volunteer
application site:
Alternatively call us on , or why
not drop in – we’re open every day!

Painted Lady

Pink Footed Geese

Telescope & Binocular Open Day

Autumn Sunset

rspb.org.uk/burtonmerewetlands
https://events.rspb.org.uk/deeestuary
www.rspb.org.uk/burtonmerewetlands
https://tinyurl.com/uukxwmxn


Fair Trade Fortnight
Celebrating 30 Years

www.chanasachifundomalawi.org

www.chanasachifundomalawi.org


Things are normal at the Foodbank. We’re seeing about as many clients per week as
we were last year, so the good news is that the number’s no longer increasing. Food
price inflation is also quite low – recent headlines suggested that overall inflation has
picked up, but that’s been driven mostly by things like air travel, hotels and package
holidays, while food inflation is lower than the overall number. As you know, energy
prices have fallen but will rise again in the colder months putting pressure back on
household budgets.

The Wirral Foodbank is taking part in Trussell Trust’s ‘Lay it All Out’ project where
we’re asking foodbank clients to share why it is that they needed to visit a foodbank.
They’re writing a brief summary of their experience onto tablecloths, which will all
make their way from around the country to Westminster later this year to be shared
with MPs as part of Trussell’s campaign to end hunger.

Food donations are still sorely needed and can be made at many supermarkets. In
particular the local Foodbanks are looking for donations of:

Both foodbanks also accept monetary donations which they use to bulk buy food as
needed and to provide other services to foodbank clients. Regular donations
especially help with financial planning.

https://wirral.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/
https://westcheshire.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/

Thank you to all those who care enough to help provide support for our
neighbours. It is greatly needed and always appreciated by the foodbank’s clients,
volunteers and staff.

To volunteer or donate just Click Here

● cereal

● tinned vegetables

● Custard

● Pasta sauce

● Tinned fruit

● UHT juice

● tinned vegetables

● tinned meat/meat meals

● Rice packets

● Biscuits & coffee

https://wirral.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/
https://westcheshire.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/
https://wirral.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/


The buddleias have been reduced to
one-third, their drastic pruning to be
carried out in February. Harry Lauder
(twisted hazel) is again to be pruned.
In fact, the whole shrubbery is in need
of attention.
Mrs Tottering
is showing a
further flush of
pale yellow
roses.

The masses of
birds visiting at the start of the
summer have not frequented the
garden of late.
Robbie Robin
are blue/great
tits are still
about and
Jenny Wren
was
discovered
in the greenhouse – in the cucumber!

Tasks to be getting on with:
● Water pots and tubs well

● Keep weeds under control

● Dead head late flowering annuals

Happy Gardening !

A Season of Wonderful
Colour!
The leaves are
already starting
to turn and the
berries are on the
rowan saplings.
It has been a very
unusual summer.
The sweet peas
were slow to
flower but then produced the best
blooms ever.
A first and two
second prizes
were gained at
the local show
and their
wonderful blooms
filled many vases.
Alec’s Red produced a lovely specimen
bloom to gain a first prize. Gladioli
were wonderful (Candy Bar) and also
gained prizes.
However, the cosmos were very
disappointing. Oranges and lemons
were the colours chosen and the blooms
were very small. Larkspur, on the other
hand, have been beautiful and their
florets filled many presses. The
hydrangeas are fantastic – the best ever
and their florets are also perfect for
pressing.



The Gladstone Village
Hall Solar Project

Sunny Side Up!

As reported in the last edition of the Parish Magazine, Gladstone Village
Hall has installed a solar energy system. Funded in part by the FCC
Communities Foundation, installation began in June and was completed
in July.

The panels are certainly visible (though only from the SSW in truth), but
they are an important and visual reminder of our commitment to
reducing our carbon footprint.

“It is a truth, universally acknowledged, that
a hall with a solar panel system must be in
want of the sun” (apologies to Jane Austen)

It has to be said that this poor summer has been unkind, to gardens and
to solar power enthusiasts! However, by the end of June, the weather was
becoming more typical, and there were extended periods of sunshine.

We now have a complete month on which to look back (July). The two
systems (Pavilion and Hall) are essentially independent, but very similar
in specification. For example, in the Pavilion, over the month of July, we
used 880 kiloWatt hours. The key statistic from the report is that during
this time, we only drew 170 kiloWatt hours from the grid, the remainder
coming from our own systems. This means that we were 80%
self-sufficient in our electricity needs. Admittedly, these reflect the good
summer months, and it will be less dramatic in the winter.

The system is working well and we’re making a significant reduction in
our carbon footprint – we saved the emission of about 600 kg of carbon
dioxide being released to the atmosphere. An important step in
improving our green credentials!



The Society’ s New Season
Starts on Thursday 3 October
●

●

●

The Burton
Society





Thank you to all who attended the Burton Village
Gardens event on Sunday 30 June.
We managed to raise a great amount for the ngs
(National Garden Scheme) and their charities and
also supported Claire house with our cake and
coffee sale.
A huge thank you to all who made this possible,
and I’m sure you will join me in thanking our
amazing garden owners and all who help keep
them looking stunning for you all to enjoy!
Burton Village Gardens was featured in the July
edition of Cheshire Life.



Cheshire West & Chester
Mobile Library

Puddington from 10:40am to 11:00am
GVH in Burton from 11:10am to 11:50 0am on  the following dates:

Friday 6 & 27 September -   Friday 18 October
Friday 8 & 28 November   -  Friday 20 December

Regular Activities at
Neston Library
Monday

· Adult colouring and craft club:10am - 12pm, weekly.
· U3A history group: 2pm - 4pm, last Monday of the month

Tuesday
· Stories and rhymes for under fives: 11.15am - 11.45am,
· Wellbeing walk: 1pm, a walk round the local community
· Let's talk: 1pm - 2.30pm, advice about access to local activities;

Thursday
· Tea and Tattle group: 11am - 1pm, second Thursday of the month.
· Digital device drop in: 2pm - 3pm, basic help with all your devices,
· Employment Directions 2pm - 4pm, last Thursday of the month

Friday
· Stories and rhymes for under fives: 11.15am - 11.45am
· Adult crafternoon: every other Friday, 2.30pm just drop in.
· Lego club: 3pm - 5pm, creative fun for all the family just drop in
· Not a reading group: 5.30pm - 6.30pm, first Friday of the month.

Saturday
· Lego Club: 10.30am - 12pm, creative fun for the family just drop in.

https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/libraries

www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/libraries






Our professional staff have a wealth of experience arranging funerals for bereaved
families, serving Wirral and Merseyside.

At Charles Stephens our aim is to ensure that you have the minimum of worry and
inconvenience at a time of bereavement. We are keen to offer advice and support
wherever necessary to help with your funeral arrangements.

Our six funeral homes, situated across Wirral, are specifically designed to cater for all
your needs with comfort, dignity and respect. Each and every member of our team is
trained to the highest level and we support the attainment of relevant professional
qualifications at all levels.

An Independent Family Business
Established 1896

Fully Qualified Staff
24 Hours, 7 Days a Week
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

Clifton House, 215, Bebington Road,
Birkenhead, Merseyside, CH42 4QA

Tel: 0151 645 4396
reception@charles-stephens.com

mailto:reception@charles-stephens.com


Open Daily 9.30am to 4.40pm
Chapel House Lane, Puddington

Monday - Tuesday - Wednesday - Thursday
Friday - Saturday - Sunday

Toasties - Sandwiches - Panini  - Pizza - Muffins
Barista Coffee - Teas - Cold  Drinks - Frappe

Cakes - Cream Teas - Ice Cream
Room Hire  - Special Events - Music Evenings

Accessible & Dementia Friendly

For more information Click Here

http://www.giftcafe.co.uk/gift-cafe-puddington-2/
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2 Stonebank Drive
Little Neston
CH64 5DP

WIRRAL & CHESTER
CHIMNEY CLEANING

Call Mr Walker
B i r d  G u a r d s

C h i m n e y  C o w l s  F i t t e d

S a m e  D a y  C l e a n i n g  S e r v i c e  A v a i l a b l e

C l e a n l i n e s s  G u a r a n t e e d
B r u s h  &  V a c u u m

If you need
some publicity,

this  space
could be yours

to advertise
your business

or local
activity



Burton Bridge Club
Burton Bridge Club meets on Monday Evenings

Gladstone Village Hall at 7:15pm to play Duplicate Bridge
For more information please contact Hazel Huxley on 0151 336 2288

Friends of Burton Manor Gardens
For more information please contact 0151 336 6154 or email burtonmanorgardens@gmail.com

BURTON  RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
Promoting & protecting the interest of Burton Village. Membership is open to all residents.

burtonresidentsassociation.co.uk

Community &
Local Society Information

Friends of Hampstons Well
Friends of Hampstons Well brings together a community of people who care for and

maintain this ancient site
For more information, please contact the Secretary at

friendsofhampstonswellburton@gmail.com

The Burton Society
Thursday 3 October - Gladstone Village Hall, 7:30pm

How to Avoid Cyber Crime
Speaker PC Andy Kevan

Everyone Welcome

The Puddington Society
For information on activities & events please contact  puddingtonsociety@gmail.com

Burton & Neston History Society
Church Hall, Parkgate & Neston United Reformed Church,

Thursday 10 October

Escaping Suburbia Bebington 1960s
Speaker David Eveleigh

Thursday 14 November

Roman Chester
Speaker Joanne Ball

More information at: https://sites.google.com/site/burtonnestonhistory/home

Magazine Administrator - sue@suebirch.com

mailto:burtonmanorgardens@gmail.com
burtonresidentsassociation.co.uk
mailto:friendsofhampstonswellburton@gmail.com
mailto:puddingtonsociety@gmail.com
mailto:puddingtonsociety@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/site/burtonnestonhistory/home
mailto:sue@suebirch.com


The Parish Magazine is published by the PCCs of
St Nicholas’ Church, Burton-in-Wirral.
and St Michael’s Church, Shotwick.

Publication is made possible through the contributions and
donations of members of both churches, Friends of St Nicholas’

Church, and Friends of St Michael’s Church, as well as
residents, advertisers and other members of the public.
Neither PCC is responsible for the content or claims of

advertisers nor do they warrant or endorse any such content.
Consequently no warranties or endorsements should be inferred.

The PCCs and editorial team retain the right to edit items
submitted for publication. The editorial team’s decision is final.

Copies of this magazine can be found at
www.burtonchurch.org.uk

www.shotwick.org.uk

This magazine is published bi-monthly, six times a year.
It is distributed to residents in the villages of Burton, Shotwick

 and Puddington and to others.

In addition the magazine is available on the St Nicholas’ Church
and St Michael;s Church websites

To discuss opportunities to advertise here contact

0151 271 4278 or 07597 051 048
burtonchurchcomms@btinternet.com

St Nicholas’ Church, Burton-in-Wirral is a Registered Charity No. 1184831

St Michael’s Church also has charitable status as  part of the Church of England

www.burtonchurch.org.uk
www.shotwick.org.uk
mailto:burtonchurchcomms@btinternet.com

